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The Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL) sponsors 
educational programs on critical issues in laboratory science. 

For more information, visit www.aphl.org/courses 
 
 

Speakers 
Lucia C. Pawloski, Ph.D, Biologist, Pertussis and Diphtheria Laboratory, Meningitis and Vaccine Preventable 
Diseases Branch, Division of Bacterial Diseases, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA  

Dr. Pawloski obtained her PhD in Genetics from the University of Georgia.  She began her work at CDC as an 
ORISE fellow in the Pertussis and Diphtheria Laboratory in 2005 to assist in the development of serological 
diagnostic assays.  Since then, she has collaborated with FDA to develop and evaluate the IgG Anti-PT ELISA kit 
that has proven to be a very useful diagnostic tool for pertussis in public health laboratories, surveillance, and 
outbreak response.  Dr. Pawloski published the analytical validation of the IgG Anti-PT ELISA kit and co-authored 
several other publications on pertussis and diphtheria in peer-reviewed journals. 
 
Lauren G. Pittenger, PhD, MBA, Senior Consultant, Booz Allen Hamilton, Atlanta, GA 

Dr. Pittenger has worked on a range of projects including laboratory capacity modeling for the influenza group, 
production and procurement support for the Laboratory Response Branch, Project managementfor the Bacterial 
Rapid Response and Advanced Technology laboratory, and QMS implementations for several groups at CDC. 
She is an adjunct Professor of Microbiology at Georgia Perimeter College. 
Previously, she worked as Laboratory Manager/Grad Student for the USDA- ARS, in Athens GA.  While at USDA 
she developed a microarray for studying Campylobacter jejuni, developed DNA sequencing capabilities for the 
research station, and managed the lab. 
 
Kathleen M. Tatti, PhD, Biologist, Pertussis and Diphtheria Laboratory, Meningitis and Vaccine Preventable 
Disease Branch, Division of Bacterial Diseases, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA  

Dr. Tatti has over twenty-five years of experience in bacteriology, virology and molecular biology. In 2005, she 
joined the Pertussis and Diphtheria Laboratory (PDL).  As a member of PDL at CDC, she has worked on molecular 
diagnostics of pertussis and developed a multiplex PCR assay for the diagnosis of pertussis. She has authored and 
co-authored over 40 peer-reviewed manuscripts, reports and book chapters, several of which involve the laboratory 
diagnosis of pertussis. 
 
Objectives 
At the conclusion of this program, participants will be able to: 

 Discuss current testing methods for pertussis diagnosis: real-time PCR, serology and culture. 
 Describe the two new assays developed by CDC and how they could add value to your current testing 

algorithm. 
 Develop a greater understanding for the need to move towards standardized testing. 
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